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A curriculum is the cornerstone of the teaching and learning institution and reflects beliefs about 

what students at each grade level need to know and what students will be able to do with that 

knowledge. 

English/Language Arts 
Kristi Mraz visited our elementary schools on November 11-12 to support K-2 teachers with the 
implementation of Lucy Calkins’ Reading Workshop. During the lab visits, Kristi modeled how to 
effectively implement the components of this program. Teachers had an opportunity to meet with Kristi to 
discuss positive things that are happening during the Reading Workshop time and discuss some of the 
challenges. In kindergarten, Kristi helped to delineate what Reading Workshop would look like in the fall, 
winter, and spring. For example, in the fall, workshop components are set up as a workshop rotation after 
the whole group mini-lesson to include Emergent Reading, Partner Reading, Shared Reading, Look 
Books, and Teacher Choice before whole class sharing time. Whereas in the spring, kindergarten 
classrooms will look more like a traditional workshop model that will last about 40 minutes. During the lab 
visits for all three grade levels, Kristi modeled guided reading, small group instruction including 
bookmaking, and one-on-one conferencing. 
 
 

 
 
 
Kristi modeled mini-lesson using Harry the Dirty Dog. She 
made books with students using the Notability app for 
bookmaking. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Kristi modeled with small groups. 
 

We are excited Kristi will be back in February and May to continue her work with teachers. Teachers have 
been working hard during professional development time to incorporate their new learning into daily 
activities. Many teachers have celebrations at the end of their units of study to showcase student learning. 

 

 

 

Mrs. Hickey had students retell stories in the form of plays.  

 

Math 
Curriculum revisions and additions are taking place in Accelerated Mathematics. The grade 7 Accelerated 
Math curriculum is currently being revised and the grade 6 Accelerated Math curriculum is currently being 
written.  Middle school and high school math teachers collaborated this fall to identify multiple 
mathematics learning paths offered by Ledyard for students in grades 6-12.  Elementary teachers are all 
using the current math curriculum and resources from McGraw Hill.  During the 2020-2021 school year, 
Ledyard will be incorporating a new math program called Bridges from The Math Learning Center.  Math 
program revisions will take place next year for grades 3-5 and the following year for grades K-2.  

 

 

Teachers learning new strategies during professional development  

 



 

 

Science 
All Ledyard K-8 Science curriculum has been revised; students and teachers in grades K-8 are currently 
using their new NGSS curriculum.  Our main resources for teachers and students are TCI (Teacher’s 
Curriculum Institute) and Mystery Science.  Students and teachers are continuing their work with the Next 
Generation Science Standards using inquiry-based activities and discussion to incorporate Science 
Practices, Crosscutting Concepts, and Disciplinary Core Ideas while communicating and learning about 
science.  Third and fourth grade teachers have been working this year learning their new curriculum 
together and adjusting their curriculum unit order to align with the timing of some of the new Reading 
Workshop and Social Studies units.  
 
A group of Ledyard Middle School girls attended the annual STEMFems event in collaboration with the 
CT Women’s Hall of Fame held at BioCT Innovation Commons.  Here, alongside students from other 
local schools, our students were able to explore STEM fields through hands-on experiments and 
activities.  This spring, some 8th-grade girls will be attending the Multiply Your Options event at UCONN 
where girls will learn from female role models in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics.  

 

Students enjoyed the hands-on activities. 

 

Social Studies 

K-5 teachers are implementing the revised Social Studies Units. During PD sessions, teachers have used 
some time to plan for newer units and have made suggestions for additional minor revisions. In the above 
photo, we had a presenter who is a certified National Geographic Presenter work with grade three 
teachers on how to incorporate the use of the large Connecticut Map into their Unit 2: Patterns and 
Causes of Population Development in CT. In particular, these highly engaging student activities will help 
students as they learn more about, “How were the rivers and resources in CT used to develop 
communities and economic growth, including Ledyard and its surrounding towns?” 

  Teachers using a large map of Connecticut 

 



 

 

Curriculum Writing/Revision  

The Instructional Council is overseeing the writing of curriculum documents for these new Ledyard Middle 
School courses: Accelerated Math - Grade 6, World Language Exploratory, Spanish Exploratory,  and 
Coding and Application Creation. Many revised curriculum documents and new resources have also been 
reviewed by IC.  

 LMS math teachers writing curriculum 

 

To learn more about Instructional Council and view curricular documents, please click on the link below. 

 

http://ledyard.net/district/curriculum 
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